
Charlie the Cheerleader

Charlie was a cheerleader, and she was the most popular cheerleader in school. She

also had a pair of expensive, brand name shoes, just like most of the other girls on her

cheer team did. She was proud that her parents could afford to buy her a pair of such nice

cheer shoes.

Lucy, another girl on her cheer team, didn’t have very nice cheer shoes. They were

hand-me-downs from her older sister, and they didn’t look clean and pretty anymore.

Charlie didn’t like how much Lucy’s shoes stuck out. During cheer competitions, she

had overheard girls from other teams comment about how ugly Lucy’s shoes were. She

thought Lucy was making the team look bad.

One day, Charlie started talking about how ugly Lucy’s shoes were

with a few other teammates. Lucy overheard them and started crying,

and their coach pulled Charlie out of practice. Soon, she called

Charlie’s mother to come pick her up.

Charlie’s mother was very upset. On the way home, she said,

“I hope you understand that Lucy’s family isn’t very well off. Her

father got into a car accident and can’t work, and her mother has to

work two jobs. It’s not Lucy’s fault she can’t afford new shoes.”

Charlie felt horrible. The next day, she apologized to Charlie.
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